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Editorial 


| am always pleased to have “follow-up” articles, such as Marilyn Hewish's 
account of an Australian Hobby's encounter with Galahs and a Long-billed Cor- 
ella. They are an indication that the material we are publishing is relevant to 
our readers. 

This issue also contains a number of Club reports - the President's and 
associated group reports for 1990/91, as well as an account of the Great Canoe 
Trip down the Barwon. What a full year it has been, as ever. 

Thirty years of activity in the world of natural history and conservation is 
something to be proud of. The Club continues to attract new members; in fact at 
the July general meeting the room was packed almostto capacity, with standing 
room only at the back. There was also an interesting display of specimens, 
including a fungi collection and a live Children's Python (someone's legal pet"). 
An extra item on the evening's agenda was a slide show of the Club's recent 
campout to Mount Arapiles. This all points to the health of the Club. 

Valda Dedman 


Australian Hobby. Photo Trevor Pescott (see p. 9) 
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A Temporary Roost-Site For Musk 
Lorikeets In Bacchus Marsh 


Marilyn Hewish 

Musk Lorikeets Glossopsitta concinna feed in the day, mainly on nectar, ` 
pollen and fruit, and at night roost in trees. During 10 years of bird-watching in 
Bacchus Marsh, | noticed that Musk Lorikeets became very vocal at dusk and 
made frequent flights, presumably in preparation for roosting. As the roosting 
sites and habits of many Australian birds have been poorly described, and 
Musk Lorikeets are common and easily observed in the town, | planned that one 
day | would seek out their night-time roosts and observe their roosting be- 
haviour. 

In February 1991, the Lorikeets made it easy for me by roosting in two trees in 
the garden next to our home. At dusk on 13 February, 1991 | was indoors at 
home when | noticed a loud and continuous screeching coming from outside. | 
tracked the noise down to a flock of Musk Lorikeets in a tall poplar tree next 
door. Unfortunately, | was busy on that night and the next, but on 15-16 Feb- 
ruary | made the following observations. 


Dates of occupation of the roost 

The roost was occupied from 13-16 February, a period of 4 nights. | am confi- 
dent that no birds were present before or after this period, as the noise of the 
roosting flock was deafening and impossible to overlook. 

Roost-site and surrounds 

The Musk Lorikeets roosted in a town garden in Bacchus Marsh. This part of 

town has well-established gardens with many tall native (mainly eucalypt) and 
exotic trees. 
Mostofthe flock roosted in a poplar (Populus sp.) about 12 metres tall. The pop- 
lar was densely-foliaged to within in one metre of the ground, the leaves were 
large, and the branches were of an open structure and leafy right to the trunk. 
The rest of the birds roosted in a eucalypt, 10 metres tall and 10 metres away 
from the poplar. The foliage of the eucalypt was finer and less dense than that of 
the poplar, but the tree was still well covered. 

During the roosting routine, other trees in the area were used temporarily for 
perching and gathering, but not finally as roost-sites. Calling coming consisten- 
tly from a particular direction suggested that a flock was perched rather than fly- 
ing. Most of these flocks could not be seen, but three perching sites were visible 
from our garden: a eucalypt almost touching the poplar; two eucalypts together, 
about 50 metres from the poplar; and a Silky Oak Grevillea robusta 25 metres 
from the poplar. The eucalypts were tall but the foliage was very fine and 
open. 
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At the time of the observations, the nearest known feeding-sites for Lorikeets 
were in eucalypts in Darley Park, about 400 metres away, and along the Lerder- 
derg River, about 1km away. 

Roosting movements and behaviour 


Pre-roost flights and gatherings 

Frequent noisy flights of flocks flew over and around the roost-site were the 
first sign that birds were about to roost. These flights began about 30 minutes 
before sunset on 16 February while the sky was still bright. Other flocks, 
apparently stationary, could be heard in the distance. 

Arrival at roost 

Landings in the roost-trees began a few minutes later, about 20 minutes 
before sunset on the sunny evenings (15, 16 February), with birds arriving in 
small or large groups (2-25 birds). On the overcast evening (14 February), 
arrival was not observed but it must have been considerably earlier, as birds 
were already in the poplar at 6.45p.m., 1 hour 36 minutes before sunset. 

The birds landed first in the poplar, the eventual preferred roost-tree, starting 
in the top branches, and later landing lower down. After the poplar contained 34 
birds some new arrivals landed in the nearby eucalypts, first in the eucalypt 
almost touching the poplar and then in a eucalypt 10 metres away (the tree 
finally used by some birds as a roost). 

On 16 February, 53 birds landed in the poplar and the closest eucalypt in the 
first four minutes. After this, continual flock movement made it impossible to 
keep track of the number of birds; but there were probably new birds still com- 
ing in, especially the single large groups arriving from the surrounding trees. 
The total size of the roost was therefore at least 53, and probably in excess of 60, 
birds. 

Period of restlessness 

From the arrival of the first birds the poplar was in uproar. Many Lorikeets 
could be seen crawling and fluttering within and over the foliage and the tree 
resounded with a continuous, almost deafening screeching. There was con- 
tinual movement into and out of the tree, with small groups (1-10 birds) leaving, 
alighting, flying swiftly around the area, and flying between the roosting and 
perching trees. At first (until 8.13 p.m., 16 Feb.), birds landing in the poplar 
caused no increased disturbance, but later landings precipitated a furore of jos- 
tling, fluttering and screeching, travelling outwards from the point of entry, and 
often resulting in birds being displaced from another part of the tree. This sug- 
gests that the poplar was occupied to capacity by this time. 

During this period of activity, calling flocks could not be heard from the direc- 
tion of the original stationary groups (before first landings), but birds gathered in 
groups in tall trees within 50 metres of the roost trees, including a Silky Oak and 
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a pair of eucalypts, 

On one occasion, a Red Wattlebird Anthocaera carunculata and, on another, 
two New Holland Honeyeaters Phylidonyris novaehollandiae flew into the 
roost-eucalypt and caused loud screeching and jostling of Lorikeets near the 
landing point. The honeyeaters appeared to stay in the tree despite the 
commotion. 


Settling period 

Then followed a period of about 15 minutes when the Lorikeets began to set- 
tle. There was less movement within the roost-trees, no birds were visible in the 
, outer foliage, and flights were less frequent. The noise abated somewhat although 
still quite loud, and there were occasional silences. Birds, which had gathered in 
surrounding trees, moved into the two roost-trees and stayed, with most in the 
poplar and a few, probably no more than 10,in the eucalypt. The final settling to 
roost was remarkably abrupt. The screeching stopped suddenly as if turned off, 
except for an occasional single muted call, at 13-17 minutes after sunset on the 
two clear evenings (15, 16 Feb.), when the light was dimming rapidly. 
Morning departure from roost 

Departure was never observed directly, but, on the mornings of 16 and 17 
February, | was indoors and heard a sudden loud screeching of Lorikeets from 
the direction of the roost-tree, and then the sound receding as a flock flew off. | 
immediately went out to the poplar and there were no Lorikeets in it. | had pro- 
bably heard the flock leaving the roost - an abrupt departure of the entire flock, 
preceded perhaps by a brief signalling call. This occurred close to the time of 
sunrise on both mornings. 
Roosting routine 

All times given as Eastern summer time (subtract one hour for standard 
time). 
14 Feb. Conditions: fully overcast, light wind, Sunset 8.21 p.m. 
The roost-site was occupied in the evening from at least 6.45 p.m. 
15 Feb. Conditions 5096 cover of patchy cloud, but generally sunny during 
observation time, light wind. Sunset 8.20 p.m. 
8.00 p.m. Lorikeets begin flying to the poplar. 
8.00-8.10 p.m. arrived continually in small and large flocks. 
8.10-8.30 p.m. birds in tree screeched continuously; much movement in tree; 
small groups frequently arrived, left, and flew around immediate area. 
8.30-8.40 p.m. screeching decreased in volume, some short silences; fewer 
birds flying. 
8.40 p.m. silences longer, up to several seconds; little movement in tree. 
8.43 p.m. birds suddenly fell silent and became still. 
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16 Feb. 

Morning Sunrise 6.50 a.m. 

6.51 a.m. a sudden loud screeching heard from roost tree, and, after a few 
seconds, the sound receded as birds flew off. 

Evening Conditions 50% cover of patchy cloud, generally sunny during 
observation time, light wind. Sunset 8.18 p.m. 

7.48 p.m. Lorikeets flying over and around area in small flocks, stationary flocks 
heard in area but not located. _ 

7.56 p.m. two birds landed in poplar. 

7.57 p.m. 25 landed in poplar. 

7.58 p.m. 7 landed in poplar, then 3 in eucalypt closest to poplar. 

8.00 p.m. 9 landed in poplar, 7 in eucalypt closest to poplar. 

8.00-8.21 p.m. birds in poplar screeched continuously; much movementin tree; 
small groups frequently arrived, left, and flew around immediate area; frequent 
movements between roosting and perching trees. 

At 8.10 p.m. first birds entered eucalypt roost-tree 10 metres from poplar. Birds 
gathered and called in two eucalypts about 50 metres away, and in Silky Oak 
Grevillea robusta. 

At 8.13 p.m. a group of 10 birds flew from Silky Oak to poplar. This and subse- 
quent landings caused increased jostling and screeching, and usually resulted 
in other birds being displaced. 

8.21-8.23 p.m. screeching softer, some short silences, fewer flights, birds mov- 
ing from perching trees into roosting trees. 

8.23-8.35 p.m. silences lasting several seconds; at this stage, birds heard only 
in poplar and single eucalypt 10 metres from poplar; no other calls from sur- 
rounding area. 

8.35 p.m. suddenly silent and still. 

17 Feb. 


Morning Sunrise 6.51 a.m. 
6.47 a.m. a sudden loud screeching heard from roost tree, and, after a few 
seconds, the sound receded as birds flew off. 


Discussion 

Musk Lorikeets are adaptable birds. In the Bacchus Marsh area, they occur 
more frequently and are more numerous in the township than in the surrounding 
eucalypt forests and woodlands, especially between December and March. 
They feed in plantings of eucalypts and in cultivated trees in town parks, gar- 
dens and orchards. The observations reported here show that they readily use 
introduced trees for roosting, sometimes in preference to native trees nearby, 
provided their needs for concealment and protection are met. Native trees in the 
town are sometimes used as roosts, however, | have seen flocks of screeching, 
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restless Lorikeets at dusk, in a line of eucalypts in nearby Darley Park. 

The structure and height of a tree appear to be important factors in its selec- 
tion as a roosting site by Musk Lorikeets. In Bacchus Marsh, Musk Lorikeets 
feed in trees of varying heights, including tall eucalypts (taller than 10 metres) 
and shorter trees (e.g. sapling eucalypts, cultivated fruit trees as short as four 
metres). | have seen birds feeding on fallen rotten plums on shaded ground 
under a tree canopy. However, the trees chosen for perching and roosting dur- 
ing the roosting routine were some of the tallest trees in the area, and the highest 
branches were occupied first. The height presumably provides protection from 
most predators. The poplar, was the preferred roost-tree, the attraction pro- 
bably being the combination of dense foliage and large leaves offering conceal- 
ment and protection, and solid branches of open structure for stability and easy 
access. The eucalypt used for roosting was less-densely foliaged although still 
well-covered. It was definitely the second choice; birds did not begin to land 
there until the poplar showed signs of being filled to capacity (when birds land- 
ing displaced others). In Darley Park, the eucalypts used for roosting growina 
line with interlacing branches and foliage, and offer good cover and stability. 

The other eucalypts available near the poplar were probably unsuitable as 
roosts because of their sparser and finer foliage, and were used only as tem- 
porary gathering sites. The Silky Oak was tall and densely-foliaged, and, by the 
above criteria, apparently suitable as a roost, but itis much frequented by Black- 
birds Turdus merula and common starlings Sturnus vulgaris, which may deter 
other birds. 

Ihave found few descriptions in the literature of roost-sites used in other parts 
of Australia. Eucalypts were used at Rotamah Island Bird Observatory, Vic. 
(Burbridge 1982). In Boree, NSW, birds crowded into a tall dead tree (Norton 
1922), which suggests that they do not always seek the protection of leaves. 
Descriptions of roosts in urban areas are lacking. Proximity to people and dis- 
turbance does not seem to deter Lorikeets; roosts are often near houses, in 
cities and rural land (Norton 1922; Sharland & Crane 1922; Burbridge 1982). 

Perching trees appeared to be used in two different ways by the Lorikeets in 
Bacchus Marsh. The pair of eucalypts and the Silky Oak were gathering or rest- 
ing places for flocks preparing to move into the roost. In each, a flock moved in, 
stayed for at least five minutes (although the numbers of birds fluctuated a little), 
and then left abruptly. The stationary flocks, which could be heard but not seen 
during the first stages of roosting, were probably also gathering and waiting 
temporarily on their way to roost. The observations suggest that some birds 
came into the roost-trees immediately, others formed temporary gatherings in 
the surrounding trees, at first quite distant, and then closer, with all birds finally 
gathering at the roost. i 
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The eucalypt closest to the poplar, however, was used more as a launching 
place for forays into the poplar, both for new arrivals and for birds temporarily 
forced out of the poplar as it filled. The birds using this eucalypt did not seem 
form a coherent flock, numbers fluctuated greatly, and the birds were con- 
tinually moving back and forth in small groups between it and the poplar. 

Roosting Lorikeets reacted to the arrival of Honeyeaters by screeching and 
jostling. | could not see whether they were attacking the intruders, or whether 
the honeyeaters caused them to shift and fight amongst themselves. Sharland 
and Crane (1922) in Hobart noted that roosting Musk Lorikeets gave intruding 
birds a “rough time”, suggesting that they may defend the roost-tree. 

As the birds arrived at the roost-tree in several separate groups and from a 
number of directions, it is likely thatthe roosting flock was made up of more than 
one feeding flock, perhaps most or all of the flocks feeding in the surrounding 
area. The birds must have travelled at least 400 metres from feeding to roosting 
sites, the distance to the nearest known feeding site at the time. They may have 
travelled much further; they are very swift fliers. 

The arrival time at the roost was apparently governed by the light intensity. 
When the sun was shining (15, 16 Feb.), birds began landing in the roost-tree 
about 20 minutes before sunset. Arrival on 16 Feb. was about 4 minutes earlier 
than on 15 Feb., corresponding with the slightly earlier sunset. When the sky 
was completely overcast and the light much dimmer (14 Feb.) the birds were 
present at the roost at 6.45 p.m., much earlier than on the sunny days. 

On the sunny days, the Lorikeets spent about 40 minutes in furious activity and 
calling in and around the roost-tree before finally settling. Such activity must use 
much energy and seems to be directed to finding and keeping a position in the 
roost-tree, particularly when birds alight. This jostling seems to occur whether 
spaceis limited in a single tree or not. Flocks in Darley Park have more room in a 
long line of eucalypts, but still roost close together, and are active and noisy. 

The roost was used for only a short time, four days. It seems logical that, as 
Musk Lorikeets are nomadic and feed at temporary food sources, they should 
change their roost-sites periodically. The conspicuous roosting-flights and 
noise at the roost-tree would ensure that birds over a large area were aware of 
the location of any new roost-site. 

There appears to be little information in the literature on the roosting habits of 

Musk Lorikeets. Forshaw's (1981) comprehensive book on Australian parrots 
describes the roosting of Rainbow Lorikeets thus: 
“There is much activity and noise in the roosting trees as the birds jostle for 
positions; some birds fly out, circle the tree and then return to the branches, dis- 
placing others, which do likewise. It is usually well after sunset before all is 
quiet." 
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This corresponds well with the behaviour of the Musk Lorikeets in Bacchus 
Marsh and suggests that all the Lorikeet species have similar roosting habits. 
However, the only way to be sure is for systematic observations of the other 
Species to be made and published. As most lorikeets are common and con- 
spicuous within their range, and frequent towns and cities, this task could be 
taken up by an interested amateur observer. 

References 
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Galahs (and a Long-billed Corella) 


confront an Australian Hobby 


by Marilyn Hewish 

| was most interested to read Ray Baverstock's account of Rainbow Lorikeets 
remaining perched close to an Australian Hobby in a tree (Baverstock 1991 ).1 
have seen a similar encounter involving a Hobby, a flock of Galahs and a Long- 
billed Corella. 

On 13 June 1991, I heard the callofa Long-billed Corella and the screeching 
or Galahs outside our house in Bacchus Marsh. This Long-billed Corella had 
been present since 26 May, and, as this was my first record ever of the species 
for the town, | had been paying special attention to it. | went outside to 
investigate. 

The Corella was perched in a tall pine tree, calling and raising its crest. A flock 
of about 30 Galahs was wheeling around the tree and screeching loudly, every 
now and then approaching as if to land and then aborting at the last moment. | 
thoughtatfirst that the Corella and the Galahs were disputing with each other for 
possession of the tree, but then, on one pass of the Galahs, a dark stream-lined 
shape hurtled over them - an Australian Hobby. | saw it make a few more passes 
over the flock and then | lost it. After a few more circuits of the tree, five Galahs 
landed above the Corella and settled down among the foliage. 

And then the Hobby flew in fast and low and swooped up into the tree, aimed 
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right at the perching Galahs. | expected an attack, either of the Hobby on the 
Galahs or vice versa, or a panicked exit by the Galahs. But the Hobby landed on 
a branch among the perching Galahs, no more than a half a metre from the 
nearest bird. The Galahs showed small signs of restlessness, calling softly, 
shifting a little and raising their crests, but otherwise did not move. The Corella 
actually climbed closer to the Hobby, and then perched motionless facing it with 
crestand neck feathers raised. After a few minutes all the birds were in the same 
position, apparently peacefully co-existing. The Galahs and Corella no longer 
showed overt signs of nervousness, although they all faced the Hobby watching 
it. 

Ray Baverstock noted that Rainbow Lorikeets perched near a Hobby re- 
mained motionless, as did these Galahs and the Long-billed Corella. He sug- 
gested that the Lorikeets were too petrified to move, but I think that they were 
showing more wisdom than terror. They were probably adopting the safest 
course by staying still. 

Australian Hobbies are small, long-winged, and fast-flying. They feed mainly 
on birds, sometimes as large as or larger than themselves. They make up for 
their small size by the speed, force and surprise of their attack. But to build up 
speed they need a long unobstructed approach, and that is why they usually 
take birds in flight. Because of their long wings and speed of attack they are 
unsuited to hunting in closed-in habitats, such as among the branches and 
foliage of trees. Their usual method of attacking perching birds is to pass over 
and around the tree, or land in it, so that perched birds panic and take flight into 
the open where they are vulnerable. 

A Hobby facing an aroused and watchful Galah, Long-billed Corella or Rain- 
bow Lorikeet in a tree faces a formidable opponent, large and armed with sharp 
beak and claws. Without the advantage of speed and surprise there is little it can 
do, and the other birds know it. This would be true whether the Hobby landed 
among the victims (as | observed) or the victims landed near the Hobby (as Ray 
Baverstock probably observed). The Long-billed Corella deliberately approached 
the Hobby. It is possible that birds sighting a perched raptor may even deliberately 
land near it. Safest place is close to the raptor where they can watch itand not be 
caught by surprise if it takes to the air. The landing of the Rainbow Lorikeets in 
the Hobby's tree may not then have been inadvertent. 

The panic reaction of petrified birds is therefore to take flight, thus setting 
themselves up for destruction. Staying still is the reaction of birds which can 
control their terror. It is one of the wonders of evolution, that these potential vic- 
tims can overcome their natural fear and remain in reasonable safety near a pre- 
dator, when all their instincts must be urging them to flee. 

Ithinkthatthe mostinteresting point of these observations is thata strategy of 
sitting still would be inappropriate, positively dangerous, in dealing with some 
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raptors. Brown Goshawks for instance are short-winged, slower-flying and 
manoeuvreable. Goshawks often capture prey within dense foliage, and so 
perched birds are vulnerable, but they may not have the speed to catch a flying 
bird in the open. Can Corellas, Galahs and Lorikeets identify raptors? Do they 
adopt different strategies depending on the species attacking? These are ques- 
tions which could be answered by careful observation by amateurs. 
References 
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Royal Spoonbill Feeding on 
Dry Pasture 


Margaret Cameron 

Two Royal Spoonbills Platalea regla, birds which usually feed in wetlands, 
sheltered marine habitats, or wet grasslands (HANZAB 1:1096), were observed 
apparently feeding on short dry pasture by David Rose and Darren Watt of 
Altona. 

Near the Petrochemical Complex at Altona is a wetland surrounded by rather 
rocky native pasture, used for grazing. At 2.15 p.m. on 18 March 1991, in an 
area of dry native pasture, eaten very short by sheep, with scattered rocks, 
David and Darren observed two Royal Spoonbills with three Sacred Ibis Thres- 
kiorni aethiopica. The ibis frequently feed there, but they had not previously 
seen Spoonbills on dry pasture. All birds had their heads down and appeared to 
be taking prey. The only potential prey they could find were crickets with 
were numerous. 

HANZAB (1:1098) remarks that feeding Royal Spoonbills sometimes follow 
Sacred Ibis, and lists food including insects, but does not mention crickets. 
Boekel (1980) reports that in June 1976 two Royal Spoonbills were eating 
plague locusts on the short-grassed verge of Crocodile Billabong, Victoria River 
Downs. 

References 

Boekel, Con (1980) Birds of Victoria River Downs Station and of Yarralin, 
Northern Territory. Australian Bird Watcher 8:171-193. 
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Report - Excursion from Geelong to 
Ocean Grove Canoeing down the 
Barwon River 24th March 1991 


About 25 members and visitors set out from the Ski Club at the end of 
Wilsons Road on this slightly more adventurous style excursion. The flotilla of 
many coloured canoes made a magnificent sight as they moved downstream in 
the morning sunshine. A few people were having their first experience at canoe- 
ig, but everyone was soon progressing well as we paddled between the River 
Red Gums on the banks of the Barwon River. 

The gnarled and twisted branches of these trees attested to their old age. 
Originally the river flats stretching towards Whittington and Marshall would 
have been well wooded with these magnificent trees, but most were felled many 
years ago and grazing by sheep and cattle has stopped the growth of new 
seedlings. 

The waterbirds of the reed beds were soon noted, with sightings of Purple 
Swamphen and Dusky Moorhen. The Clamorous Reed Warblers were silent, 
but they could be seen flitting amongst the reeds. 

The call of a Whistling Kite drew our attention to an aerial battle taking place 
above us. A pair of Mudlarks harassed the kite as it soared above the river. A 
Rufous Nightheron was seen perched on an overhanging branch, with its spot- 
ted plumage showing it to be a juvenile bird. 

The paddlers settled into a steady rhythm and the signs of human habitation 
started to disappear. One disturbing feature noted was the tangle of creepers 
(from the Morning Glory family) that had invaded many of the reed beds along 
the river banks near Reedy Lake. 

Everyone stopped for a break when we reached the inlet channel to Reedy 
Lake. The aerial photograph of the area showed how the Barwon River must 
have once flowed through the Reedy Lake area, but it is now separated from the 
lake by a natural levee bank. The flat flood plains of this area were dotted with 
Tangled lignum bushes. 

Beyond Reedy Lake, we encountered the breakwater which was originally 
constructed to keep the water upstream fresh, without the mixing of salt water 
from downstream. Before this breakwater was installed, the tidal influence of 
the river was experienced all the way up to Buckley’s Falls. The water level 
dropped about 50cm at the breakwater, so a portage of the canoes was 
necessary. Graeme Tribe proved that the water at this point was chest deep, 
even right next to the bank! 


The river's course changed toa southerly direction as we progressed toward 
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Lake Connewarre. A large expanse of water, with Hospital Lakes swamp to the 
right and Lake Connewarre to the left, marked the end of this section of the river. 
We paddled across about 800 metres of water to Taits Point, our lunch site. The 
shallow water contained large numbers of Swans and Coot. 

From Tait’s Point, which was an outcrop of basalt, we could see the old limes- 
tone quarry on the hill opposite where fossilised sharks teeth had been found. 
The large midden of oyster shells that had been constructed by Aborigines 
could be seen at Campbell’s Point. 

After a well deserved break, we set off in a North Easterly direction through 
Lake Connewarre. The southern section of the lake was very shallow, so we had 
to make a long semi circular journey to reach the seaward outlet of the lake. 

The tidal surge of the Barwon River in Lake Connewarre has created a 
reverse delta where the fast moving river water has deposited silt and mud as it 
slows when the water enters the lake. A series of small islands and mud flats 
have been formed. This area is of great importance to many bird species. 

The waders on the mudflats allowed us to approach very closely as we drifted 
by in canoes. Hundres of Rednecked Stints fed on the mud flats, some with 
reddish tinges to their necks as they changed into breeding plumage. 

The deep red plumage of many Curlew Sandpipers showed that they were 
also nearly ready to leave on their long journey to their Northern Hemisphere 
breeding grounds. Most of the Sharp tailed Sandpipers had already migrated, 
but a few remained amongst the other waders. 

In contrast, the Double banded Plovers were all changing out of breeding 
plumage as they had only recently arrived back in Australia from their New 
Zealand breeding grounds. Red capped Plovers hurried to and fro and an Eas- 
tern Curlew probed the mud with its long beak. All told, several thousand 
waders were present in the delta area, providing an inspiring sight. 

After exploring the mudflats, we moved on to the islands in the centre of the 
river. There were covered in large masses of Beaded Glassworth (Sarcia comia cin- 
queflora) which was in seed. It was here that we were lucky enough to see three 
(possibly five) Orange bellied Parrots. Good views were obtained as they 
flew overhead, uttering their distinctive whirring call. Several members watched 
them from close range after they landed on another nearby island. We believe 
that this is the earliest record of OBPs returning to Lake Connewarre. 

We then followed the meandering course of the river towards Barwon Heads, 
noting Little Pied Cormorants and Greenshanks on the muddy riverbanks. As 
we neared the Sheepwash, a pair of common Sandpipers were seen, with their 
characteristic bobbing action as they moved along the banks. 

The river banks along this section of river were honey combed with holes of 
small crabs. Larger holes in places showed where eels had burrowed into the 
banks endeavouring to prey on the crabs. 


Vol. 28 No. 1 15 


Finally, the township of Ocean Grove came into view. Everybody had com- 
pleted the distance, with nobody needing to use the power boat that accom- 
panied us and no boats capsizing. | 

The large mudflat opposite the boat ramp was crowded with Royal Spoon- 
bills, Great Egrets, Swans, Chestnut Teal, Sacred Ibis, Greenshank and other 
waterbirds. This was a moving sight to finish a great day, as we paddled by the 
birds who seemed fairly unconcerned at our presence. 

After a quick cleanup, many of the canoeists enjoyed the hospitality of 
Grae. 2 and Wilma Tribe’s home near the river. Everyone agreed that the river 
had provided us with a memorable experience, one that would have to be 
repeated again in the future. 

Barry Lingham and Graeme Tribe 


Bird List - Barwon River Canoeing Trip 24th March 1991 
Wilsons Road to Taits Point 


Whistling kite (3 sightings) Cattle Egret 

White Plumed Honeyeater Black Swan 

Purple Swamphen Swamp Harrier 
Mudlark Welcome Swallow 
Starling Hoary headed Grebe 
Magpie Black shouldered Kite 
Willy Wagtail Golden headed Cisticola 
Dusky Moorhen Nankeen Kestrel 
Rufous Night heron Brown Falcon 

Straw necked Ibis Little Raven 

Sacred Ibis Coot 

Superb Fairy Wren Little Pied Cormorant 
Indian Myna Little Black Cormorant 
Masked Lapwing White faced Heron 
Red rumped Parrot Chestnut Teal 

Little Grass Bird Grey Teal 

White fronted Chat Field Wren 

Lake Connewarre to Ocean Grove 

Pelican Orange bellied Parrot 
Pied Cormorant Blue winged Parrot 
Black Duck Curlew Sandpiper 
Greenshank Sharp tailed Sandpiper 
Pied Oyster-catcher Common Sandpiper 
Red necked Stint Black Cormorant 
Yellow Spoonbill Reed Warbler 


Royal Spoonbill Caspian Tern 
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Plant List Campout 
January 25th -28th 1991 
Tanybryn 


Winston Huggins 


T Asplenium flaccidum 

W Blechnum cartilagineum 
T B fluviatile 

W B nudun 

B wattsii 

Cyathea australis 
Cunninghamii 
Dennstaedtia davallioides 
Dicksonia antarctica 

W Histiopteris incisa 
Hymenophylla australe 

H cupressiforme 

H rarum ; 
Lastreopsis acuminata 
Microsorum diversifolium 
Polystichum proliferum 
W Sticherus tenera 

T Carexappressa 

W Juncus holoschoenus 

W J pallidus 

W Lepidosperma longitudinale 
W Tetrarrhena juncea 

W Microtis parviflora 

T Cyathophorum bulbosum 


MAL 


EE 


Achillea millifolium 

Bedfordia aborescens 
Brachscombe sp. (uliginosa?) 
Cardamine gunnii 

W Centaurium tenuiflorum 

T Cirsium vulgare 

T Coprosma quadrifida 

W Correa lawrenciana 

T Epilobium billiardierianum 

T Eucalyptus regnans 

T Eviminalis subsp. viminalis 

T Geranium potentilloides 

W Gnaphaloum sp. (involucratum) 
T Hedycaria angustifolia 

T Helichrysum dendroideum 

W Hypericum androsaemum 


44474 


Weeping Spleenwort 
Gristle Fem 

Ray Water-fern 
Fishbone Water-fern 
Hard Water-fern 
Rough Tree-fern 
Slender Tree-fern 
Lacy Ground-fern 
Soft Tree-fern 
Bat’s-wing Fern 
Austral Filmy-fern 
Common Filmy-fern 
Narrow Filmy-fem 
Shiny Shield-fern 
Kangaroo-fern 
Mother Shield-fern 
Silky Fan-fern 

Tall Sedge 

Joint-leaf Rush 

Pale Rush 

Pithy Sword-sedge 
Forest Wire-grass 
Slender Onion-orchid 


Milfoil * 

Blanket-leaf 

(Small Swamp-daisy?) 
Common Bitter-cress 
Centaury * 

Spear Thistle * 
Prickly Currant-bush 
Mountain Correa 
Robust Willow-herb 
Mountain Ash 

Manna Gum 

Crane’s Bill 
(Cudweed) 

Austral Mulberry 
Tree Helichrysum 
Tutsan * 
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Leucanthemum vulgare 


Ox-eye Daisy * 
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T Linum marginale Wild Flax 

T Lotus subbiflorus Hairy Bird's-foot Trefoil * 
W Mentha laxiflora Forest Mint 

T Oleara argophylla Musk Daisy-bush 

W Osp. (lirata?) (Snow Daisy-bush) 


W Osp. (phlogopappa?) 
W Persicaria strigosa 

W Phebalium squameum Satinwood 

W Pimelea axiflora Bootlace Bush 

T Pittosporum bicolor Banyalla 

W Pomaderris sp. (apetula?) (Hazel Pomaderris?) 

W Pratia pedunculata Matted Pratia 

T Prostanthera lasianthos Victorian Christmas Bush 
W Pmelissifolia Balm Mint-bush 


(Dusty Daisy-bush) 
Spotted Knot-weed * 


T Prunella vulgaris Self-heal 

T Ranunculus lappaceus Australian Buttercup 
T Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock * 

T Sambucus gaudichaudiana White Elderberry 

T Senecio linearifolius Fireweed Groundsell 
T Sodoratus Scented Groundsell 

T 


Urtica urens Stinging Nettle * 


President's Report 1990/91 


| am very pleased to present this report for the 1990/91 Club year. 

The April Annual General Meeting marks the Thirtieth Anniversary of the formation of the 'new' 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club. The original GFNC was formed in association with the Gordon 
Technical College in 1880, the first issue of the "Geelong Naturalist” being published in July 1891 
and continuing until 1931 - so say our local historians. We must all be grateful to the interest and 
enthusiasm of the foundation members of our present Club, who met thirty years ago to re-form this 
very successful and very important natural history association. 

Thirty years on | can report another very busy and very satisfactory year in the life of the 
Club. . 

MEMBERSHIP: As atthe 26th March 1991, the Club has 216 financial ‘unit’ memberships of which 
14 are subscribers only, to the “Geelong Naturalist” and our newsletter, and 60 are Joint/Family 
units each representing at least two members. We have had a pleasing number of 38 new mem- 
berships; we have received 10 resignations and, in spite of our improved distribution of subscription 
renewal notices, we still have 21 unfinancial members at this date. 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP: This year Valda Dedman was awarded an Honorary Life Membership of the 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club, in recognition of the great contribution she has made to the Club in 
many ways since becoming a member in 1967. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Subscriptin rates for 1990/91 were as follows: Ordinary member $16.00 
Joint/Family membership $24.00, Junior/Student membership $4.00, Corporate membership 
$25.00, and Subscriber to the “Geelong Naturalist” $16.00. All memberships include one copy of 
the “Geelong Naturalist”. Subscription rates were set in February to enable prompt circulation of 
subscription renewal notices in the endeavour to minimize late renewals. 

GENERAL MEETINGS AND EXCURSIONS: Our Program sub-committee arranged our varied 
and very interesting program of activities, which included two innovations:- an evening excursion to 
Deakin University School of Sciences to study vascular plants with the aid of research workers and 
electron microscopes, and a canoe adventure down the Barwon River and across Lake Con- 
newarre. The release of our annual program is eagerly awaited by members. The credit, and our 
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thanks, goes to those members who do the hours of background organization, and to our leaders. 
The annual printed Club Program lists all our activities, main speakers and their topics, and needs 
no repetition here. 
On many of our Club excursions we take a Community 12 seater busto minimize the number of cars 
required, and to provide transport for those without vehicles of their own. This has proved to be a 
very satisfactory, and much appreciated, arrangement. 
COMMITTEE: We started our Club year without a Secretary, and without a Minutes Secretary - nota 
desirable situation! A Minutes Secretary was, happily, soon appointed, and a committee member 
has acted in the capacity of assistant secretary dealing with Inwards Correspondence. Although 
“assistant secretary” is not a constitutional position, it is obviously desirable to split the workload of 
the Secretary which has become too onerous and time consuming for one person. We were happy 
to have the position of Secretary filled later in the year. 
This year our Conservation Sub-committee ceased to exist as we had no members available to take 
the post of Convenor. Conservation issues have been handled by small ad hoc working parties 
reporting back to Committee. 
We were sorry to receive Grant Baverstock’s resignation from Committee through the year, neces- 
sitated by family commitments, and we are indeed sorry that Gordon McCarty has declined to 
accept re-nomination for the coming year. We are particularly grateful to Grant for re-establishing 
the Junior Group of the Club, and are pleased that he is able to continue as leader this year. Gordon 
is a Foundation Member, Honorary Life Member, and has contributed to the Club as Committee 
member and respected naturalist over the past thirty years. We look forward to Gordon’s continued 
support in a non-committee capacity. 
In an effort to inform members more fully of Committee proceedings it has been recently decided to 
post the minutes of Committee meetings on the notice board at General Meetings for perusal by 
interested members. 
This year, in an effort to boost our slowly declining funds, we approached a number of local service 
clubs, companies and the Department of Sport and Recreation, seeking sponsorship for our 
magazine and publicity aids. We have had no success. Our hope is to boost our membership - 
something each one of us can help with - and have regular, small fund-raising activities which all 
members are encouraged to support. 
SUB-COMMITTEES: 
Program sub-committee: This year a 'Speaker/Excursion Suggestion Sheet' was introduced to 
encourage members to contribute their ideas to the make up ofthe program. This has proved useful, 
and members are encouraged to continue offering their suggestions on the forms which are avail- 
able at meetings. All suggestions may not be used immediately, but are very useful to go on file for 
future reference. 
On our Organizational Structure, the Club Vice President fills the position of Program Co-Ordinator 
and leader of the sub-committee - itis of great concern that we have received no nomination for Vice 
President this year. The Club will cease to function if we do not have members prepared to take 
office. 
Publicity sub-committee A very successful “Geelong Field Naturalists at the Library” static dis- 
play, combined with natural history slide presentations by members, tolibrary patrons, on three suc- 
cessive Sunday aftemoons, was held during September and October this year. Four radio interviews on 
station 3YYR ‘Book Chat’ session were also held over this time, featuring four of our members 
speaking on various aspects of natural history and our Club. This was a very commendable effort by 
many members, and brought our Club and its goals, and the appreciation of natural history in 
general, to the attention of a wider audience. The static display was later circulated to the libraries at 
Corio and Newcomb. 
reu publicity leaflets are being placed in the Information Stand in Market Square Shopping 
ntre. 
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE & POSITION HOLDERS: Our Club’s organizational plan has 
worked well this year and members have been advised of the pending annual review. Forms have 
been circulated in the newsletter inviting response from members. A new organizational plan will be 
drawn up for the new year spreading the workload over as many helpers as possible. 
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OBSERVATION & SPECIMEN RECORDS: This year we introduced an “Observation/Specimen 
Record" form. These forms are available at meetings and members are invited to fill in their particular 
observation or specimen, which is reported on during the meeting. The information from the forms is 
later fed into a computer listing which will form a very important historical record in years to come. 
Members are urged to note their natural history observations to have them recorded for future 
reference. 
CAPE YORK SAFARI: The Club has planned two three-week safaris to Cape York Peninsulato take 
place in August and September 1991. Two parties of fourteen participants are looking forward to 
thistrip which has been organized with a Cairns based safari company. Thetrip will coverthe areas 
of most interest from a natural history point of view. 
PUBL: CATIONS: Our regular publications are, of course, our quarterly "Geelong Naturalist” 
magazine and our monthly (except January) newsletter - both of which form very important informa- 
tion and communication links for our Club. 
The Belmont Common Wetlands brochure was completed this year, and 2000 copies have been 
printed for circulation. Funding for this brochure came from the, then, Department of Conservation, 
Forests and Lands - now the Department of Conservation and Environment. 
The Club "Buckleys to the Break" book is causing some concern as close to 500 copies still remain 
to be sold, and we have yet to recover our costs on this publication. 
Our “Care of Sick & Injured & Orphaned Birds and Animals” booklet which has been a best seller for 
many years continues to fill a gap in the market. We are seeking professional advice on reviewing 
some of the feeding mixtures before any further printing is done. 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES: A number of community activities were undertaken by club members. 
A group of approximately 100 children from Newtown Primary School were given a nature walk 
around Balyang Sanctuary by eight of our members early in the year. Thirteen members were 
involved with the Corio Shire ‘Heart Week’ Walk along the Barwon River, in which about 500 
Geelong people participated. The Club provided a speaker for the Grovedale Apex Club, and we are 
looking at the integration of the intellectually disabled into some natural history awareness activities. 
CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES: The Club has continued its long standing commitment to the Back 
Saddle area of the You Yangs by holding its annual boneseend pull. The degree of success in some 
areas is encouraging, and members are urged to participate. Work can be combined with pleasure, 
and a mix of boneseed pulling and bird watching go well together! 
We have taken action to see to the protection fo the nesting sites and the improved breeding suc- 
cess of the Hooded Plover on our local beaches. The Club has formed a Hooded Plover Sub- 
Committee to.co-ordinate future action. Interested people and organizations are invited to direct 
enquiries to the Committee. 
Submissions have been made on the Buckley Falls Draft Management Plan, the Anglesea Waste 
Water Disposal Plan, the Geelong Waste Water Review, and currently on the Swan Bay Draft 
Management Plan. We have had continued involvement with the fate of the proposed subdivision of 
land between Anglesea and Airey's Inlet, and have met with Department of Conservation & Environ- 
ment representatives regarding the Fire Protection Plan, and the Roadside Conservation Commit- 
tee, and have alerted the Department of our concern regarding the number of feral waterfowl on 
local waterways. 
REPORTS: | thank our Treasurer, Group Leaders, and our Librarian, for their reports which follow. 
IN CONCLUSION: From the preceding reportit can be seen that we are a very busy club. As | come 
to the end of my constitutional two year term of office, | thank all members most sincerely for their 
involvement, support, and help over this time. Those who have performed extra duties on behalf of 
the Club require special thanks - in particular our Office Bearers and Committee members who have 
devoted many hours of their time to the running and affairs of the Club; also our typists, editors, 
membership and posting officers, excursion leaders, and all Duty List helpers. Without this member 
involvement our Club would cease to function. | urge others to think of the contribution they may be 
able to offer - the most common complaint of all voluntary organizations must be the dearth of peo- 
ple willing to take office. We are a thriving club - let us keep it that way. 
On behalf ofall members | warmly welcome our incoming President, Graeme Tribe, and Committee, 
and wish them a very successful year ahead. Diana Primrose 
i President 


20 Geelong Naturalist 


Plant Group Report 1990/91 


Awide variety of stimulating activities kept members busy during the year. Plants growing within 
our region featured in all but one of sixteen activities; on this occasion we dealt with vegetation 
observed during our Club campout at Stuart Mill in June. 

Discussions at meetings were led by group members and two guest speakers, Mark Trengrove - 
‘Grasses of the Basalt Plains’, and Glen Sago - ‘Native Plant Propagation’. 

A survey of regrowth at a ‘bum’ area near Blanket Bay during the October campout, and a series of 
surveys during Spring along a section of the Bellarine Railway Reserve were carried out. 

Excursions led by John James - ‘Barwon Downs Bushland in Spring time’, Pat Quinlivian - ‘Pt 
Addis Vegetation in Summer', and George Jones - 'Evolutionary Plants at Geelong Botanical Gar- 


dens' were highlights of the year's program. 
Dick Southcombe 


Librarian’s Report 1991 


Once again the Library has hada steadily busy year, giving, | hope, satisfying servicetothe many 
members who take advantage of the good range of books it possesses. 

Thanks again to the generous donors who have given books over the year. 

A further four volumes of "Geelong Naturalist”, Nos 17 - 20, 1980 - 84, have been bound, as also 
have some old "Victorian Naturalists", 1927 vintage. We hope to continue this policy of gradually 
getting more of these interesting old publications into protective binding. 

To all rostered library assistants, thanks for your help, also Val Dedman our book coder. 

Betty Moore 


Junior Group Year Report 1990/91 


Memberships and attendances to Juniors group excursions has continued to grow this year. 

Excursion this year have included spotlighting at Anakie Gorge, Boneseed eradication at the 
You Yangs, Wildflower identification at the Brisbane Ranges, Butterfly identification at Anglesea, a 
tour of the Healesville Sanctuary, but by far the most popular excursion was the evening trip to 
Inverleigh Common where the techniques used in capturing Bats were shown. Several species 
were caught on the night and identified as well as their basic biology explained. 

| would like to thank those people that helped with the organizing and running of this years excur- 
sions, particularly during my absence midway through last year. 

Another interesting program is organized for this next year and it is hoped that the attendance of 


excursions and new membership will continue to grow. 
Grant Baverstock 


Errata - Vol. 2, No. 4 

P. 89 White-throated Honeyeater should read White-throated Treecreeper. 

P. 94 Club Quiz Answers, no. 5 Hutchinson’s bush block should read Cuth- 
bertson’s bush block. 


From p. 15 

Great Egret Silver Gull 

Double banded Plover Pacific Gull 

Red capped Plover Eastern Curlew Total 56 species 
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TREASURERS REPORT 1990/91 © 


It is with pleasure that | present this report for the year ended 20/2/91. 

There has been an encouraging increase in membership this year with 37 new members joining 
the club. This was offset by anumber of resignations and 21 members did not renew their subscrip- 
tions. Membershiop this year stands at 215 membership units compared to 203 at the same time 
last year. 

Subscriptions last year totalled $3,641, this year subscriptions amounted to $3,821. 

Although steps were taken to reduce our printing and postal costs these still amounted to $5,210. 
However it must be remembered that more than $1,300 of this related to previous years. Included in 
this category were $800 for printing of our booklet “The Care of Sick, Injured and Orphaned Birds 
and Animals,” and $504 for publication of the Belmont Common Wetlands Brochure. (A Govern- 
ment grant was received for this in a previous accounting period). An amount of $441 is still to be 
spent for future reprints of this brochure. 

The club received a grant from the City of South Barwon of $71 1.75 from its recreational voucher 
scheme. Because of the current economic climate the council has now suspended this scheme. We 
are grateful to the City of South Barwon and the ratepayers who supported our club over anumber of 
years. 

Income from the booklet “The Care of Sick, Injured and Orphaned Birds and Animals” amounted 
to $156.25 and sales of our publication "From Buckleys to the Break” totalled $439.33. Our thanks 
go to Mrs Shirley Southcombe and Mrs Valda Dedman who are responsible for the distribution of 
these publications. A surplus of $192.40 was made on the sale of other publications. 

We thank those members who donated a total of $99.23 to club funds and those who supported 
our fund raising efforts which totalled $115.15. 

Bank interest of $35.76 was received on the general account and $1400 from the ANZ Common 
Fund VZ. An amount of $25 was received for advertising in the magazine subscriptions paid to other 
clubs amounted to $247.00 and donations made totalled $50. 

The total funds balance as at 20/2/91 shows a cash deficit of $238.24 but when current liabilities 
for printing etc are taken into account the estimated deficit for the year amounts to $1,432.84. This 
compared with a deficit of $2,204.32 last year. 

Although this is a favourable trend, we face financial difficulties in the coming year with the loss of 
the grant from the City of South Barwon, increases in postal charges and hall rental, and a falling 
demand for our publications. : 

Ithastherefore been necessaryto make a small increase in some categories of subscri ptions. We 
have also re-introduced the supporting members category for those members who feel they are 
able to contribute something extra towards club funds. 

The new rates are: - 


Supporting Membership $25 
Corporate $25 
Joint/Family $25 
Ordinary $17 
Junior/Student $4 
Magazine Subscription Only $17 
Postage of Newsletter $8 


We have not yet reached break even point with our publication "From Buckleys to the Break” and 
as over 400 copies remain to be sold. We seek members' assistance in disposing of these. 

Once again | would like to thank our membership officer Mr Alan Lloyd-Jones whose computer 
listings of members and other statistical data make the tremendous task much easier. 

Sincere thanks also go to Mrs Gail Gibbs who typed the financial report. 
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Our thanks go once again to Mr. David Brunton who has audited the club’s financial reports 


this year. 


Ray Bavertsock 
Honorary Treasurer 


Receipts & Payments for 
Year Ended 20th February, 1991 . 


Receipts 
Subscriptions 3,821.00 
Grants, Donations 810.98 
Sales - "Buckleys to Break” 439.33 

- “Sick & Injured” 156.25 
Excursions 640.59 
Sales - Club Badges 9.60 
Fund Raising 130.15 
Re-Sale of Publications 665.80 
Bank Interest 35.76 
Coffee Sales 39.26 
Trading Table 20.30 
Magazine Advertising 25.00 
Australian Heritage Fund 3.00 
Transfer from 

ANZ Common Fund 1,000.00 
Cash Book Balance 22.2.90 1,301.96 
9,098.98 

Cash Book Deficit 20.2.91 832.52 
$9,931.50 


CAPE YORK SAFARI A/C 


Receipts 


Deposits Received 11,200.00 


$11,200.00 


Payments 

Printing and Typing 4,525.80 
Stationery 78.23 
Postage 684.16 
Hall Rental 510.00 
Excursions 657.26 
Subscriptions to 

Other Clubs 247.00 
Donations 50.00 
Publications for Resale 473.40 
Library Purchases 269.68 
Travelling Exp. Speakers 100.00 
Repairs & Maintenance 190.50 
Equipment Purchases 26.40 
Insurance 423.19 
Fund Raising Expenses 15.00 
Bank Charges 31.12 
Transfer to ANZ 

Common Fund 1,500.00 
Exhibition Expenses 43.45 
Sundries 106.31 

$9,931.50 
Payments 

Transfer to ANZ Common 

Fund 5,000.00 
A. Mulder (Tour Operator) 4,580.00 
(10% Deposit) 
Bal. c/f 20.2.91 1,620.00 


$11,200.00 
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ANZ COMMON FUND V2 


Receipts Payments 
Interest 1,400.02 Transfer to Cheque a/c 1,000.00 
Transfer from General a/c — 1,500.00 Bank Charges 3.88 
Transfer from Cape York = 
Safari a/c 5,000.00 1,003.88 


Fund Balance at 22.2.90 8,661.11 Fund Balance at 202.91 15557425 


16,561.13 16,561.13 


Fund Balance at 20.2.91 15,557.25 


Less Cape York 
Safari a/c 5,000.00 


G.F.N.C. Balance 10,557.25 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 
Funds Statement - Year Ended 20th 
February 1991 


Funds Balance at 22/2/90 9,963.07 

Funds Balance at 20/2/91 9,724.73 
Cash Deficit at 20/2/91 : (238.34) 

Less Estimated Current Liabilities As Per Balance Sheet 

Rowick Printers - Magazine 450.00 


Rowick Printers - Wetlands Brochure 441.00 
Ken Jenkin Printer 


- Newsletter (3 Months) 210.00 
Subscriptions Paid in Advance 196.00 1,297.00 
Deficit (1,535.34) 
Plus Payments in Advance 
Hall Rental 62.50 
Campouts 40.00 102.50 


Estimated Deficit For Year $(1,432.84) 
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ANZ Common Fund V2 Account 


Statement of Cash Receipts & Payments 


For Twelve Months Ended 20th February 1991 


Previous 
Year 
9,219.80 


1,443.21 


1,443.21 
10,663.01 


2,000.00 
1.90 


2,001.90 


8,661.11 


Bank balance at beginning of year 23/2/90 
Add cash receipts for year 


interest 1,400.02 
Transfer from General a/c 1,500.00 
Transfer from Cape York a/c 5,000.00 

Total Income 

Sub Total 

Less cash payments 

Transfer to Cheque a/c 1,000.00 
Bank Charges 3.88 


Total Payments 
Fund Balance at 20/2/91 
Note 


Fund Balance at 20/2/91 
Less Cape York Safary a/c deposit 


Auditors Certificate 


$ 


8,661.11 


7,900.02 
$16,561.13 


1,003.88 
$15,557.25 


15,557.25 
5,000.00 


$10,557.25 


| certify that the statements of Receipts and Payments attached and dated 
20th February 1991, are in accordance with bank statements, invoices, receipts 
and other relevant records examined by me. 


David Brunton ACIS, MNIA 
Honorary Auditor 


GENERAL MEETINGS 

The Club meets on the first Tuesday of the month (January 
excepted) at ‘Karingal’ Community Centre, Humble Street, East 
Geelong at 8.00 p.m. : 

Exhibits are encouraged at all meetings. The Club library is 
open at each meeting for inspection and borrowing of books 
and periodicals. 

Visitors are always welcome. 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Committee meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the 
month (December excepted) at ‘Karingal’ Community Centre at 
7.30 p.m. 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

(Special interest groups are open to all Club members) 
Plant Group - Meets on the second Tuesday of the month 
- (January excepted) at 'Karingal' Community Centre at 8.00 
p.m. Contact Dick Southcombe (Ph: 433916). 
Bird Group - Meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month (Decem- 
ber excepted) at ‘Karingal’ Community Centre at 8.00 p.m. 
Contacts Valda Dedman (Ph: 432374) and Barry Lingham 
(Ph: 554921) 
Junior Group - As announced. Contact: Grant Baverstock (Ph: 
817256 A.H.) 

EXCURSIONS AND CAMPOUTS 

Contact Excursion Leader or Club Program Co-ordinator for 
details. Transport can be arranged for members without cars. 
Full day excursions depart 'Karingal' Community Centre at 
9.00 a.m. Visitors welcome. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

Ordinary membership (inc. “Geelong Naturalist")......... $17.00 
Family/Joint Membership (inc. “Geelong Naturalist”)...$25.00 
Junior/Student Membership (inc. “Geelong Naturalist’).....$4.00 
Supporting Membership (inc. “Geelong Naturalist”).....$25.00 
Corporate Membership (Clubs, Organisations - inc. 


s Geelong | Naturalists) aE aaea a Raas $25.00 
Subscription to “Geelong Naturalist” only........................ $17.00 
Newsletter posted on request.................. ees $8.00 


PROGRAM 


JULY 1991 . 


12 


9 


21 


23 


27/28 


AUGUST 


6 


10 


13 


18 


27 


General meeting “Otway Forest - Rare & Threatened 
Species” - Geoff Beilby 

Plant Group Meeting: “Rushes & Sedges” - Les 
Barrow 

Excursion: High up in the Otways. Leaders: Betty 


Moore (Ph: 887200) & Geoff Mathison (Ph: 67 . 


2379) 

Bird Group Meeting: “Wader Surveying in Vietnam" 
-Luke Naismith 

Boneseed Eradication & Birding at the You Yangs - 
Leaders: Rob Beardsley (Ph: 411951 & Geoff Gayner 
(Ph: 822182) i 


General meeting: "Aboriginal Medicinal Plants" -Lou 
Lane $ 

Juniors Group: Mammal Survey, Anglesea area - 
Leader Grant Baverstock (Ph: 817256) 

Plant Group Meeting: Topic to be announced - 
Members night 

Excursion: Aboriginal Medicinal Plants. Leader: Laurie 
Gilmour (Ph: 82221 2) 

Bird Group Meeting at Serendip” - Bill Banfield 


31/1 Sep W.F.N.C.A. Campout Hattah Lakes 
SEPTEMBER 


3 


T 


10 


15 


24 


28/29 


29 


General meeting: “Flora & Fauna Guarantee" - Peter 
Moulton 

Juniors Group: Aftemoon Birdwatching, Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve. Leader: Grant Baverstock (Ph: 
81 7256) 

Plant Group Meeting: "Weeds". Members night. 
Excursion: Inverleigh. Leaders: Dianne Hughes (Ph: 
815391) & Rob Beardsley (Ph: 411951) 

Bird Group Meeting: "Local Finches" - Valda Ded- 
man 

Boneseed Eradication & Birding at the You Yangs - 
Leaders Rob Beardsley (Ph: 411951) & Geoff Gayner 
(Ph: 822182) 

Plant Group Excursion: Bell's Beach heathland - 
Leader: Winston Huggins (Ph: 632787) 


